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FRIDAY 
NOVEMBER 12,  
2021
Registration: 7:30 a.m. 
Conference: 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Hilton Garden Inn 
Conference Center 
6165 Levis Commons Blvd. 
Perrysburg, Ohio 43551

OVERVIEW 

Gastroenterology 2021 provides a comprehensive update for clinicians who care 
for patients with GI disorders, covering state-of-the-art clinical strategies, updates 
and expanded options for treatment and diagnosis, and guidance for complex 
and unusual cases. Upon completion of this conference, participants will be able 
to interpret major advances in the field of gastroenterology, incorporate the most 
up-to-date diagnostic approaches to GI disorders, and manage patients with both 
common and rare GI disorders using established guidelines.

AUDIENCE 

This activity is designed for gastroenterologists, internists, surgeons, physicians, 
fellows and residents. It may also meet the educational requirements for pharmacists, 
nurses and advanced practice providers.  

LOCATION

Hilton Garden Inn is located at 6165 Levis Commons Blvd., Perrysburg, Ohio, 43551 
in the Levis Commons shopping district, with convenient access from I-475/US23.

ACCOMMODATIONS 

If overnight accommodations are required, contact Hilton Garden Inn, 419-873-0700 
or toll-free 1-877-STAY.HGI or online at StayHGI.com. Please mention the ProMedica 
conference when making reservations to receive the conference room rate. 

SPEAKERS

Conference Director, GI Division 
Stephanie Lance, CNP
ProMedica Physicians Digestive Healthcare
Sylvania, Ohio

Moderator 
Jennifer Tillman, FNP-C
Gasteroenterology
ProMedica Physicians Digestive Healthcare
Sylvania, Ohio

Tarik Alhmoud, MD, MS
Gastroenterology
ProMedica Physicians Digestive Healthcare 
Sylvania, Ohio

S. Bashar Almadani, MD
Gastroenterology
ProMedica Physicians Digestive Healthcare
Sylvania, Ohio 

Michael Basista, MD, MBA
Gastroenterology
ProMedica Physicians Digestive Healthcare 
Sylvania, Ohio

Thomas J. Colturi, MD
Gastroenterology
ProMedica Physicians Digestive Healthcare 
Sylvania, Ohio

Nasser Hajar, MD
Gastroenterology
ProMedica Physicians Digestive Healthcare 
Sylvania, Ohio

Syed Shafae Hasan, DO
Gastroenterology
ProMedica Physicians Digestive Heallthcare
Sylvania, Ohio 

Muhannad Heif, MD
Gastroenterology
ProMedica Physicians Digestive Healthcare 
Sylvania, Ohio

Ahmad Malas, MD
Gastroenterology
ProMedica Physicians Digestive Healthcare 
Sylvania, Ohio

Elizabeth Szynkowski, PA-C
Gastroenterology
ProMedica Physicians Digestive Healthcare 
Sylvania, Ohio

ProMedica’s Continuing Medical Education Department presents
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EDUCATIONAL CREDITS
ProMedica is pleased to provide Continuing Medical Education programming accredited 
through ProMedica Monroe Regional Hospital. 

ProMedica is accredited by the Michigan State Medical Society to provide continuing medical 
education for physicians.

ProMedica Monroe Regional Hospital designates this live educational activity for a maximum 
of 6.25 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate 
with the extent of their participation in the activity.

Participants claiming CME credit from this activity may submit the credit hours to the American 
Osteopathic Association for Category 2 credit. 

AAPA accepts certificates of participation for educational activities certified for AMA PRA 
Category 1 Credit™ from organizations accredited by ACCME or a recognized state medical 
society. Physician assistants may receive a maximum of 6.25 hours of AMA PRA Category 1 
Credit™ for completing this program.

ProMedica Health System is approved as a provider of nursing continuing professional 
development by the Ohio Nurses Association, an accredited approver by the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation. (OBN-001-91)

At the time of printing, application has been submitted for ACPE approved credit hours.

REFUND/CANCELLATION POLICY
The registration fee, minus a $25 administrative fee, will be refunded if a cancellation is 
received (in writing or by phone) no later than Wednesday, Nov. 10, 2021. Refunds will not 
be given for failure to attend. Substitutions may be made at any time (in writing or by phone) 
without an additional charge. If this meeting is cancelled for any reason, including labor 
strikes or acts of nature, liability is limited to a full refund of registration fees.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, please call the ProMedica Continuing Medical Education 
Department at 419-291-4650 or visit 3949 Sunforest Court, Suite 203, Toledo, Ohio 43623.

7:30 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast

8 a.m. Welcome
Michael Basista, MD, MBA

8:10 a.m. Introductions
Jennifer Tillman, FNP-C

8:15 a.m. Clostridium difficile Infection
Thomas J. Colturi, MD
• Review C. difficile epidemiology and recent increase in incidence.
• Identify patients at increased risk of C. difficile infection.
• Recognize pathophysiology and clinical spectrum of C. difficile.
• Summarize C. difficile diagnostic testing, prevention, and recommended  

treatment options. 

9 a.m. ERCP: A Double-edged Sword
Nasser Hajar, MD
• Describe proper indications for ERCP and use of new ERCP-related technologies 

and techniques.
• Demonstrate basic ERCP teamwork skills.
• Identify possible complications of ERCP.

9:45 a.m. Pancreatic Cysts: Do We Have to Worry About Them?
Muhannad Heif, MD
• Identify different types of pancreatic cysts.
• Describe prevalence of pancreatic cysts.
• Review pathophysiology of pancreatic cysts.
• Discuss management of pancreatic cysts. 

10:30 a.m. Break and Visit Exhibits

10:45 a.m. Colorectal Cancer, Diverticular Disease and Colitis
Ahmad Malas, MD
• Discuss screening, detection, and preventions of colorectal cancer.
• Evaluate spectrum of diverticular disease.
• Review different causes of colitis including infectious and ischemic etiologies.

11:30 a.m. Basics of Inflammatory Bowel Disease
Tarik Alhmoud, MD, MS
• Identify initial evaluation of chronic diarrhea.
• Explain diagnosis of IBD and its implications.
• Discuss IBD treatment modalities and possible complications of IBD.

12:15 p.m. Lunch

1:15 p.m. Diagnostic Approach to Abnormal Liver Tests
Michael Basista, MD, MBA
• Explain differential diagnosis of abnormal liver enzymes.
• Explore methods for determining severity of liver disease and presence of cirrhosis.
• Examine scoring systems for severity of liver disease and how these correlate to risk 

assessment for procedures.

1:45 p.m. Primary Lifestyle Interventions for Common GI Conditions
Elizabeth Szynkowski, PA-C
• Identify GI conditions amenable to lifestyle factors.
• Define behavioral strategies for common GI conditions.
• Recognize signs that signal need for GI referral or testing.

2:15 p.m. Break and Visit Exhibits

2:30 p.m. Dyspepsia: Acid and Beyond
Syed Shafae Hasan, DO
• Identify other causes of heartburn and dyspepsia beyond acid.
• Explain diagnostic approach to heartburn symptoms.
• Discuss various treatment options for acid and non-acid reflux, esophageal 

hypersensitivity, and functional dyspepsia.

3:15 p.m.  Debunking Myths and Setting the Record Straight on PPIs
S. Bashar Almadani, MD
• Explain how prior concerns regarding safety of proton pump 

inhibitors (PPI) use were based on observational studies with serious 
methodologic limitations.

• Review literature showing falsehood behind long list of supposed  
“side effects” from long-term PPI use

• Examine current best practices of PPI use.
• Highlight role of PPIs in functional dyspepsia. 

3:45 p.m. Panel Discussion/Ask the Experts
• Summarize overview of GI symptoms and treatment options for best  

patient outcomes.

4 p.m. Evaluation/Adjournment 

Due by: Wednesday, November 10, 2021 or until maximum capacity is reached. 

Fee: $90 Advanced practice providers and physicians
 $65 Nurses and allied professionals 

Fee includes continental breakfast, lunch, snacks and all  
conference materials.

PHONE REGISTRATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  
ONLINE REGISTRATION IS PREFERRED.

ONLINE promedica.cloud-cme.com  
(Chrome internet browser required) Credit cards only.

If you wish to register by fax or email, complete the form below. 

FAX 419-479-6003 Credit card number required to process registration. 

EMAIL debbie.marinik@promedica.org

REGISTRATION FORM: 
Please PRINT CLEARLY

Name ____________________________________________ Credentials _________________

Home address ___________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________ State _____________ Zip _______________

Home phone ____________________________ Cell phone ____________________________

Office phone ____________________________

Email address (required) __________________________________________________________

Employer _______________________________________________________________________

Please check your primary discipline:      £ MD/DO      £ Resident      £ Student 
£ Pharmacist      £ PA      £ NP      £ Nurse      £ Other (please specify) _______________

£ Please check if you prefer a vegetarian meal.  
£ Please check if you require assistance with hearing, vision or mobility.

METHOD OF PAYMENT:
Payment is required to process registration.  Online payment is preferred. 

£ Visa     £ MasterCard     £ Discover     £ American Express

Card Number ___________________________________________________________________

Expiration Date __________________________ Amount $ _____________________________

Signature of credit card holder ____________________________________________________

Billing address of credit card holder ________________________________________________

WE NO LONGER ACCEPT CASH OR PERSONAL CHECKS.

AGENDA For your comfort, please bring a sweater or jacket to the conference. 

We ask you to help support ProMedica’s fight against hunger by donating a non-perishable food item to this conference which will be donated to a local food bank. Thank you!
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